
 

 

 

 

Dear Incoming First Graders, 

As we approach the end of the school year, we are excited to provide your child with a Summer 
Skills Review Packet. This initiative aims to reinforce the concepts and skills learned throughout 
the year, ensuring a smooth transition into First Grade. 

The goal of the Summer Packet is to review and practice essential skills in reading, writing and 
math. Engaging in regular practice will prevent a “Summer Learning Loss” and help prepare 
your child for the upcoming year while building confidence and readiness for First Grade. 

The Summer Packet includes: 

●​ Review Activities in Reading and Math – Pages are quick and easy to complete. 
Please complete a page or two a day! 

●​ Sight Word List – Please review sight words! Included are the “First 100 Sight Words” 
list. If your child is interested, encourage him/her to learn all 100! You can make 
flashcards, create matching games, make “passwords” throughout your house – there 
are so many ways to make it fun! 

●​ A Writing Journal – Keep them writing with these summer-themed writing prompts. 
Please make sure they are incorporating sight words, using correct sentence formation: 
uppercase to start, spaces between words, and correct ending punctuation. “Inventive 
Spelling” is encouraged! They can “sound out” words to approximate words they don’t 
know. Encourage them to colorfully illustrate with details! 

You may also choose to use the following free websites for online reading practice: 
www.starfall.com, www.education.com/games/alphabet, www.pbskids.org/games/abc, and 
www.abcya.com. 

Please return the completed packet on the first day of school. Best wishes for a healthy, happy, 
and productive summer! 

Love, 

The First Grade Team 
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Reading Aloud Tips 

Reading Aloud is one of the most important things parents can do with their children. Reading 
Aloud is a conversation between you, your child, and the story. You’ll be asking questions, 
introducing rich new words, providing a model of fluent, expressive reading, and letting your 
child know how wonderful books and reading can be. 

​1. Make Connections! 

When children connect what they already know to what they read, it helps them focus. Show 
your child how to make connections when you read aloud. If a book mentions places you’ve 
been to with your child, talk about those memories. Then have your child give it a try. 

2. Ask Questions As You Read! 

Ask questions about what is happening in the illustrations. Why a character might feel a certain 
way, or what you think will happen next. You can also ask your child to take turns being the 
detective and asking you questions. Asking questions encourages children to look for clues in the 
text. Ask questions to spark your child’s curiosity -“How is that character feeling?” 

3. Look for Clues! 

When you combine what you already know with clues from a story, you can make guesses or 
predictions. These are inferences. And making them is a great way to build reading 
comprehension. For example, when we read “Jan’s eyes were red and her nose was runny,” we 
can infer that Jan has a cold or allergies. Help your child do this as you read. If a character is 
wearing gym clothes and sweating, ask your child what the character might have been doing 
before.  
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4. What Is Important? 

Ask your child: Who are the main characters? Where is the setting? What’s the most important 
thing that has happened in the story so far? What problem are the characters trying to solve? 
When kids can point out what’s important, they’re more likely to understand what they read. 

5. Check For Understanding. 

It helps to encourage kids to stop and ask themselves, “Is this making sense?” If your child gets 
stuck, suggest rereading the part that didn’t make sense. What about it was confusing? Were 
there specific words that tripped your child up? 

6. After Reading You Can Ask... 

●​ What was your favorite part? Why? 
●​ Who was your favorite character? Why? 
●​ What was the most interesting thing you learned? Why? 
●​ Why do you think the author wrote this book? 
●​ Would you have ended the book differently? Did it end the way you thought it would? 
●​ If you could change one thing in the book, what would it be? 
●​ Can you make up a different ending to this story? 
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Benefits of Reading Aloud 

​Boosts Early Literacy Skills 

Studies have shown that children who are read to regularly are more likely to develop early 
literacy skills, such as rhyming, letter recognition, and phonemic awareness (hearing the sounds 
in spoken words). These skills are essential for becoming a skilled reader while achieving 
success in school. 

​Helps Children Develop Language and Literacy Skills 

Books provide rich language experiences and expose children to vocabulary not used as often in 
everyday spoken conversation. When children hear new words and phrases, it helps them expand 
their “word bank” and learn how to use language effectively. Reading aloud helps children 
understand text structure— how a narrative story is pieced together, with a beginning, middle, 
and end. Reading aloud also helps children develop additional comprehension skills, such as 
inferencing, predicting, and understanding characters’ actions and motivations. 

​Builds Background Knowledge 

When you read all different kinds of books with your child — fiction, poetry, fantasy, science 
fiction, historical fiction, biography, narrative nonfiction, and informational texts — you help 
them develop a better understanding of the world around them. As you read, keep the dialogue 
around the books open and lively, and encourage your child to ask questions. If you don’t know 
the answer to questions, explore more together through more books, web resources, hands-on 
activities, and local field trips. It’s a great model for being a lifelong learner! 

​“Windows and Mirrors” 

Books that reflect different cultures and family experiences will give your child a window into 
the diverse world we live in. Exposure to a wide range of books helps build both empathy and 
background knowledge— introducing children to different cultures and time periods will help 
them develop a broader understanding of the world around them. Other books give children a 
chance to see someone who looks like them as an empathetic character, hero, or important 
historical figure, contributing to a sense of self-esteem. 

​  
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Nurtures a Love of Reading 

When children are exposed to books and stories from a young age, they are more likely to 
develop a love of reading as they get older. That’s because reading aloud helps them associate 
books with the joy of spending time with their parents and being read to in a warm and loving 
environment. And reading takes you places and teaches you things — you’re dipping in and out 
of real and imagined worlds, meeting interesting characters, learning something new, or 
deepening an understanding of something you’re already fascinated by.​ 

​Promotes Social-Emotional Development 

Reading aloud can help your child develop social-emotional skills, such as empathy, 
understanding big emotions, and problem-solving. Many children’s books explore topics such as 
friendship, conflict resolution, and dealing with difficult emotions. Sharing stories with children 
can help them learn how to understand and manage their own emotions, as well as how to 
interact with others in a positive and productive way. This is where conversations around shared 
stories are so important! 

​Strengthens Family Bonds 

Reading aloud is a great way to bond with your child. It’s a time when you can relax together, 
snuggle up, and share a story. It is also a great opportunity for parents and children to talk about 
the book, share their thoughts and feelings, and ask questions. 
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