Shorashim 7th Grade Summer Reading Program
Name: ________________________ 
Directions: Return this completed form to Mrs. Shuker on the first day of school. 
● Read Out of My Mind by Sharon Draper OR Holes by Louis Sachar. 
● Complete the Summer Reading Questionnaire (attached) for ONE of these novels and submit on the first day of school. 
● Choose a SECOND novel to read this summer.  Any book of your choosing. Write/type a 5 paragraph essay about another book you chose to read this summer.  Specific requirements about the essay are listed below.
● Read additional books of your choosing (optional but encouraged). Keep track of the grade level books you read over the summer. Each book will earn you a raffle ticket in our Summer Reading Drawing! 
● Have your parent(s) sign and comment below. 
NOTE TO PARENTS: Shorashim Academy believes that one of the most important habits to develop as an educated person is a love of reading; therefore, we feel it is vital for students to continue reading throughout the summer. In addition to the required summer reading of two books, we encourage students to read other books that simply interest them. If they like sports, read books on sports; if they like mysteries, read mysteries. What is most important is that our students read. Please encourage your child to read at least 30 minutes each day. Students will be expected to discuss their summer reading when school begins in August. Have a wonderful summer! 
Additional book(s) read this summer:
1.
2.
3.
4. 
Parent Signature/comments 
My child read the above book(s) this summer: _______________ (signature) 
Please feel free to communicate below any observations or concerns you may have about your child as he or she completed his or her summer reading.
SUMMER READING QUESTIONNAIRE
Please answer each question below or type up your answers on a separate document.  Answer in complete sentences.

1. Describe a character that changed during the story. Explain how and why they changed. 

2. If you were transported to the setting of this book, what would you see, hear, or smell? 

3. Is this book fiction or nonfiction? How do you know? 

4. Why do you think the author wrote this book?

5. If you had to trade places with one of the characters from this story, who would it be? Why? 

6. Describe the most exciting part of the story. Explain why it was exciting. 

7. How would the story change if it was told from a different point of view?

8. Which character do you like most? Explain why. 

9. Does the title of the book fit the story? Why or why not? 

10. If you could change one thing about this story, what would you change? Why?



Five Paragraph Essay
DIRECTIONS: Please write or type a five paragraph essay about the book you chose to read. REMEMBER to indent each new paragraph!  The first paragraph should introduce the book, explain the characters, setting, plot, problems and any details someone would need to know if they never read the book before. Think of the first paragraph as a summary of the novel. The second-fourth paragraphs should specifically talk about a lesson or lessons learned from the book. Which character or characters you can relate to. What was the author trying to teach the reader? How can you conclude that these are the lessons being portrayed in the book? Please use examples from the novel to justify your response. The final and concluding paragraph should wrap up your thoughts of the novel. Did you enjoy reading it? Why or why not? Please provide details as you explain your liking or disliking of the novel. If you could change one thing in the novel, what would you change and why? 

